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lengthy .ceremonies, feasts and gifts to- the Brak-
mans, but, if poor, a few rupees will cover -the
expenses.
According to the. Shastras the burning ground
should be selected at a spot which should be .south-
east or south-west of the deceased's residence.
After the hair and nails have been clipped off, the
corpse is carried here on a litter in procession; the
nearest relations follow in single file, oldest behind
aad the men separated from the women; the other
mourners, eldest first and youngest after, "bring
up the rear, with their sacrificial cords and clothes
hanging down and their hair dishevelled
On arrival at the spot the leader of the ceremony
sprinkles the body with holy water and repeats
Rig-Veda X, 14,9: "Depart (ye evil spirits)
slink away from he:re ; the Fathers (ancestors)* have
made for him this place of reSt, distinguished by
days {ahobhir}, waters (adbhir), and bright lights
(aktofikik)."
The logs for the fire are piled up and on the top
a layer of sweet-scented grass is spread, the whole
being .kept in position by iron stakes, A goat is
now killed and skinned, and the corpse, covered
with a fine white cloth, is carried thrice round the
funeral pile and finally deposited on it, together
with the clipped hair and nails, the skin of the goat,
and various other articles. Holy water is sprinkled
and texts repeated.
At this stage the widow advances, with her
husband's sword if he was a soldier, and lies down